
 

“Holy Father, you created humankind in your own image and made 
man and woman to be joined as husband and wife in union of body and 

heart and so fulfill their mission in this world…Father, grant that as 
they come together to your table of earth, so they may one day have the 

joy of sharing your feast in heaven.” 
(From the Nuptial Blessing in the Rite of Marriage) 

 
 

Congratulations on your Engagement 

 
On behalf of the Staff and Parishioners of St. John Cantius, we extend our prayerful support 

for both of you as you prepare to begin your new life together.  

 

Marriage is one of the seven sacraments of the Church and mirrors Christ’s love for His bride, 

the Church. Jesus is seen as the bridegroom that loved, chose and redeemed his holy bride, 

the Church.  The sacrament you are preparing for is sacred and holy. The theological 

foundation mirrors the eternal and unselfish love as lived in the life and death of Jesus Christ.  

Your preparation for this sacrament will be a journey of faith, prayer, and commitment.  

 

 

 

 

This Marriage Preparation packet contains the following information: 

  

• Components of Catholic Marriage Preparation  

• Definition of the Sacrament of Marriage  

• Required Documentation for Marriage  

• Guidelines for Marriage Ceremonies  

• Readings  

• Fees  

• Photographer/Videographer Information  

• Music Information  

• An article on Marriage & Married Life  

• Information of Pre-Cana Program  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Components of Catholic Marriage Preparation 
 

 

There are several important components of marriage preparation that you will need to 

commit to that will prepare you in for this life-long sacramental commitment.  The Diocese of 

Cleveland regulates a minimum of 6 months prior to the wedding date be given for this 

important preparation period.   

 

• Active Faith Life: Regular Mass attendance, registration in a parish, and reception of 

the sacraments on a regular basis constitute an active faith life for the baptized 

Catholic. When a couple approaches a priest and requests a sacramental marriage, it 

is presumed there already exists an ‘active faith life.’ If this is not the case, the priest will 

work with you and help you re-kindle your active life of faith in the Church.  

 

• Prayer: Prayer is communication.  Jesus must be the center of your life together and 

regular communication is important.  A life of prayer between a couple can be as 

simple as an ‘Our Father’ or a spending time each day reflecting upon God’s love for 

us.  Your priest can help develop this prayer experience during your time of 

preparation.  

 

• Prepare and Enrich is a required instrument to help you prepare for your important 

lifetogether.  It is an online questionnaire that looks at various areas of married life (i.e., 

Religion, Communication, Sexuality, etc.). There are no right or wrong answers: the 

survey compares the answers of each person and thus allows for observations for 

future growth.  It is designed to spark new insights and questions between the couple 

during this preparation process.  

 

• Meeting with the Priest: Marriage preparation will be done with the priest who is 

witnessing the marriage unless other arrangements are made. Each priest sets his own 

appointments and determines the number of meetings to best meet the needs of the 

couple 

 

• Pre-Cana Day: The Pre-Cana Day is a retreat/workshop experience for engaged 

couples. It is planned and facilitated by other married couples.  Pre-Cana is generally 

a one-day workshop required for marriage preparation, and is generally available at 

the Jesuit Retreat House, 5629 State Rd. Cleveland, OH (www.jrh-cleveland.org).  You 

may also find a local parish offering Pre-Cana. Schedule a Pre-Cana Day as soon as 

possible.   

http://www.jrh-cleveland.org/


The Sacrament of Marriage 
 

A Sacrament is an outward sign instituted by Jesus Christ to give grace. Sacraments are 

personal encounters with Jesus Christ. Every Sacrament brings us into contact with the saving 

love and grace of the Lord.  

 

The ministers of the Sacrament of Marriage are the bride and groom. When they exchange 

wedding vows, they share in the life of Christ that they received in Baptism. They become 

one in the bond of matrimony on their earthly journey until death.  

 

In the context of the wedding vows, the couple agrees to unconditionally love one another, 

vow an exclusive lifelong union, and be open to children. 

The sacrament is permanent and lifelong until one of the spouses is deceased.   

 

Christ is the center of Christian marriage. Therefore, attending Mass, prayer, and belonging 

to a parish are so very important in your preparation for the Sacrament of Holy Matrimony.  

 

 

  

 



Required Documents 
 

 

Sacramental Records: Catholic parties will need a baptismal certificate. These certificates 

are easily obtained from the church at which baptism was celebrated. The documents must 

be recent copies and obtained within 30 days of your initial visit with your priest.  

Non-Catholic baptized Christians must also obtain some proof of baptism that is to be 

presented to the priest marrying the couple.  

  

Previous Marriages: If a person has been married before it is necessary to provide the 

following:  

• Death Certificate of Former Spouse (if a widow or widower)  

• Declaration of Nullity (record of annulment)  

 

Civil Marriage License: It is necessary to obtain a civil license within sixty (60) days of the 

wedding date.  Licenses are obtained through the Probate Court.  If both parties are 

residents of Ohio, the license may be sought in any county in Ohio.  For non-residents of the 

state of Ohio the license must be obtained at the County Probate Court where the wedding 

will take place. 

 

Please submit the license to the priest no later than the evening of the Rehearsal.  If the 

couple are not residents of the state of Ohio, the license must be obtained in the county 

where the wedding will take place.  In this instance, St. John Cantius is in Cuyahoga County. 

Please take special note that No wedding will happen if there is no license present.  No 

wedding is possible if the license is lost or not brought to the priest/ceremony prior to the 

wedding. 

 

 

 



Guidelines for Marriage Ceremonies 
 

 

• Setting the Date and Time of Marriage  

Marriages may be on any day of the week except Sunday, Civil Holidays and certain 

major feast days. Marriages are strongly discouraged during the season of Lent. Most 

weddings are scheduled for Fridays and Saturdays. On Fridays, the time is flexible. On 

Saturday due to confession and 4pm Mass, Wedding times can only be scheduled at 

12:00 noon or 1:30 pm.   

 

• The Wedding Mass  

The Sacrament of Marriage between two Catholic parties must happen in church. This 

means venues such as back yards, beaches, party centers etc. are not acceptable 

places for weddings.  In certain cases, the priest, bride and groom may decide to have 

the marriage outside the celebration of a Mass. Marriages between a Catholic and a 

member of another faith tradition or an unbaptized person would always be celebrated 

without Mass.  The Mass and the Eucharist instill a sense of community and unity.  When a 

good portion of the congregation is unfamiliar and unable to participate, the Mass then 

strongly loses its sense of unity among all involved.  Weddings without Mass are still a valid 

‘Catholic’ wedding.  

  

• Place of Marriage  

Marriage should take place in the parish church of the bride or groom.  Two Catholics 

marrying outside of their home parishes will need a letter of permission from their local 

pastor(s) extending permission for them to marry outside of their local parish community.  

In some instances, the marriage of a Catholic and baptized non-Catholic may take 

place in the Church of the non-Catholic party. The marriage must still take place in a 

sacred setting (i.e., one set aside explicitly for divine worship). There are special 

permissions that are needed. The priest will help obtain these permissions. 

 

• Witnesses for Marriage  

There needs to be two official witnesses for the Sacrament of Marriage. Generally, these 

are a “best man” and “maid/matron of honor.”  

 

• Bridal Party  

The Bridal party gives witness and support to the bride and groom on the day of the 

wedding. A reasonable number of couples ought to be chosen as large crowds may 

impede the most important part of the day, your wedding! 

 

• Music  

Mr. Joseph Sutowski is the Director of Music.  He is available for hire and is both a skilled 

organist and pianist.  You may choose other musicians and singers for your wedding.  

However, you must notify Mr. Sutowski of your musicians so in the unfortunate event 

something is damaged, he can contact the responsible parties.  

  

• Planning the Wedding Mass  

For your wedding liturgy, the enclosed sheets contain the various Scripture readings for 

the Wedding Mass. You should spend time prayerfully choosing the readings which you 



wish to have on the day of your wedding. You will need to choose people to proclaim 

the scripture readings and general intercessions. Please choose someone who is 

comfortable with public speaking.  

 

• Flowers 

Floral arrangements for the church are provided by the bride and groom. You may want 

to inquire if there are any other weddings on the day of your wedding, so the cost of the 

floral arrangements could be shared with the other party. Floral arrangements should be 

tasteful and not distracting. Plastic aisle runners are not permitted in the church.  They 

constitute a safety hazard as someone may trip and fall. 

 

• Unity Candle  

The Unity Candle is not part of a Catholic Wedding Mass Rite.  It has been borrowed from 

non-Catholic traditions representing a symbol unity between the newly married couple.  

For Catholics, our unity is derived not from any symbol but from the Eucharist that is one 

loaf, broken and shared.  In the Eucharist we form ‘community’ thus the very word 

‘Communion’ stems from the reality of this unity.     

 

• Balloons, Birdseed, Confetti, or Rice  

For environmental, maintenance, and insurance reasons, birdseed, confetti, or rice are 

NOT to be thrown at the bride and groom as they descend the church steps after their 

wedding.  Bubbles, bells and other non-invasive type things may be used.    

The rings are to be carried by the best man in his pocket. They should not be attached to 

the Ring Bearer’s pillow. We also ask that Rose pedals NOT be thrown on the church floor 

before the procession nor signage be carried in or out of the church. The church is a 

sacred space and must be respected.  

 

• Programs  

You are free to create a wedding program if you choose.  They are NOT required.  The 

internet has an ample supply of examples for your use.  If you choose to use a program, 

please have the priest review your program before printing. 

 

 

• Rehearsal  

The rehearsal for your wedding ceremony is usually scheduled for the evening before the 

wedding. The rehearsal will take about 45 minutes. The wedding and rehearsal are in 

church. 

  

• Altar Servers  

Altar Servers will be provided by the church.  If you have family members or friends who 

would like to act as Altar Servers, please let your priest know. 

  

• Dignity of Wedding Ceremony  

The Catholic Wedding Ceremony or Mass must be done in a dignified manner that is 

respectful to the space (the Church) that it is being celebrated in. Things such as animals, 

wagons, tricycles and other such things may not be used. Please consult with the priest 

you are working with about each detail of your ceremony as to allow for the most 

beautiful and prayerful wedding possible.   



 

 

 

Photography & Videography 

 
  

• Preliminary pictures should be taken in a place other than the church. The time before 

the wedding, at the church is a time for the bride and groom to spiritually and 

emotionally prepare for the Sacrament of Marriage.  

• Please be as inconspicuous as possible. Please do not enter the Sanctuary area at 

any time. (This includes the procession, vows, and the exchange of rings.)  

• The use of flashes and lights is permitted if they do not distract those who have 

gathered for liturgy.  

• Pictures are permitted following the liturgy. Please consult with the priest as to the 

length of time that the church may be used for pictures. There is often a second 

wedding on Saturdays and Confessions begin at 3:15 pm followed by Mass at 4 pm. 

• Please do not move any of the church furnishings for pictures  

• Please arrive early enough to the ceremony to clarify any questions you may have of 

the priest about these guidelines.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

ST JOHN CANTIUS, PRAY FOR US 
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